
Invitation to Tanzania National Workshop and All African 

Seminar on Innovation and Development, in Dar es-Salaam 

March 21-24 2012 
Aalborg, Denmark  January 19 2012 

 On behalf of Globelics and in collaboration with ATPS Tanzania I invite you to join a combination of two 

events to take place in Dar es-Salaam Tanzania over a period of three days. In the morning of the 21st of 

March the Tanzania Workshop on National Discourse on Innovation and Innovation policy organized and 

funded by ATPS-Tanzania is opened. It will cover basic issues on understanding innovation and designing 

innovation policy of general interest for Africa as well as some specific experiences from Tanzania. 

In the afternoon of the 22nd we will open the All African Seminar on Innovation Research and Research 

Infrastructure. One purpose of this event is to map the Innovation Studies research landscape in Africa 

and to discuss a research agenda for the future. The second purpose is to map the research 

infrastructure in Africa and to strengthen it by establishing an Africa-wide network - Africa-lics - through 

Globelics. 

Globelics is a network of networks aiming at promoting the academic knowledge base for research and 

policy world-wide. It has resulted in the formation of regional networks in Asia (Asia-lics) and in Latin 

America (LA-lics). The Scientific Board of Globelics has decided to support the formation of an All African 

Network: Africa-lics. We have positive signals from IDRC, Canada and from SIDA, Sweden that they 

would support this initiative. You are hereby invited to contribute to this effort. 

You will find as Appendix 1 a list of invitees reflecting our attempt to bring together all the leading 

scholars in the field of innovation and innovation policy engaged in studies in Africa. You will also find 

the conceptual note motivating the Tanzania Workshop on National  Discourse on Innovation and 

Innovation policy with a preliminary program for the two events. 

The events are supported by IDRC, SIDA and Aalborg University, Denmark. All invitees will get their stay 

paid for four nights and three days. We expect invitees coming from the North to finance their own 

travel while participants from the South will get their expenses for travel refunded after the event on 

the basis on receipts and ticket stubs. Participants from the North having problems with finding their 

funding at their host institutions should let me know 

In order to finalize the program we need some information regarding your participation and possible 

contribution to the two events. First, I urge you to respond immediately if you plan to take part or not. 

Within a week I would like you to give me some further information on the following. 

1. What is your current major research interest (of relevance for linking innovation to economic 

development)? 



2. Are you engaged in research infrastructure, including organizing research training (of relevance 

for linking innovation to economic development). 

3. Do you plan to participate in both events or only in the All African Seminar? 

4. Would you like to contribute with a paper/oral presentation to any of the two events – on what 

topic?  I would expect all participants, with exception for colleagues from SIDA and IDRC, to 

deliver a paper at one of the events. Given the time frame the paper might be brief and it might 

be a paper already presented or even published elsewhere. 

I would also appreciate it if you could send a CV – 1 page size.  

I am aware that this invitation comes somewhat late. There is only two months warning. I therefore 

realize that some of you will have other obligations. If this is the case and if you are nonetheless 

interested in following the formation of Africa-lics you might want to respond to the questions 1 and 2 

above and send your CV. Then we would keep you on the mailing list for the emerging Africa-lics.  

All the best 

Bengt-Åke Lundvall 

Secretary General of Globelic   

 


